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May 2022 


General Meeting—Tuesday 3 May at 8.00 p.m. (in-person at the club meeting room) 
Speaker: Mark Rodrigue, Marine and Coastal Protected Area Manager, Parks Victoria 


Talk title: 20 years of Marine National Parks in Victoria. 
General Meeting—Tuesday 7 June at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Speaker: Mark Bachmann, Managing Director/Founder, Nature Glenelg Trust 


Talk title: Nature Glenelg Trust—aims, history and success stories. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Alison Muscroft, Jan Juc; Peter Pick, Newtown 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season—winter events will mainly be via Zoom. 


For indoor meetings all participants must be at least double vaccinated and we will ask you to verify that. 
Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the 2022 Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 30 May 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg—to the editor. 
The editor for the June edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelonafnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GENCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The photo on the front cover of Macleay's Swallowtail Graphium macleayanus was taken by David T ytherleigh at the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens, 3/4/22 (see April Butterfly report pp. 12—13). 


The back cover photo shows a Stern Jumping Spider C/ynotis severus. The photo was takenby Kelly Clitheroe at the 
club excursion to private property, 20/3/22 (see report p.10.) 


News from the Committee 
Graham Possingham, President 


t the AGM held on April 5 we elected the 2022-23 For the first time in over two years our May General 
committee (see list on the inside Back Cover). We Meeting will be one held in-person at the Botanic 
still have several unfilled vacancies and can appoint new Gardens meeting room. We've added some meeting 
members at any time during the year, so contact any of room notes for those new members who ve yet to visit, or 
us if you are interested in helping in any way. We meet for those who may have forgotten! (see p.2). As 
every two months, on a Monday via Zoom. communicated previously we'll revert to meetings via 


At our first committee meeting on April 26, we agreed that Zoom for the winter months. 


showing verification of COVID vaccination status for There are still over 50 members who have yet to pay 
inside events (at this stage for the next six months) is still 2022 membership fees, which were due at the end of 
required, apart from those with a medical exemption. March. Reminders were sent in April and a final reminder 
Members or visitors who cannot show verification will not will be sent in early May to those still outstanding. This 
be able to attend. Will be your last Geelong Naturalist if you've not paid by 


May 20. If you do not wish to re-join, please tell us and 
we wont keep reminding you! 


Seeking proposals and volunteers to manage our surplus funds 


As mentioned in the 2022 Treasurer's Report (see April Geelong Naturalist) the club has a large surplus of funds and 
we plan to use this in areas that benefit members and the environment. The practical limitation is time and the energy 
of our volunteer members—not money! 


Here are some of the ideas that have already been suggested. They include very rough costings; in some cases it may 
be possible to share the cost with other groups or organisations. 


e Help fund a second Nature Stewards course in the Geelong region ($2000). See information about the program 


here https://www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/about-the-program/ 
e Acquire a storage shed for fauna equipment and trailer ($5000 if we can lease a site for minimal cost) 


e Acquire the equipment and software to allow us to hold a meeting at the Botanic Gardens clubrooms and stream it 
out to those who wish to attend from home. Beaming remote (off-site) presenters into the clubrooms is already 
almost possible with a microphone ($2500) 

e Redesign and then rebuild the website from scratch ($6000+) 

e Acquire a high-quality digital microscope for the Plant Group ($2000) 

e Purchase sound recording equipment for fauna surveys ($6000) 

e Purchase new, more reliable, camera ‘traps’ for surveys ($1500) 

e Update interpretative signage for Seaview Park and Jerringot ($4000) 


Expenditure that has already been agreed and is being progressed by the Committee includes replacing one 
defibrillator this year ($2000); more robust name tags for members ($1000); and increasing our annual donation budget 
(by $500) and Gordon Scholarship/s (by $500). 


If you have other suggestions, or are prepared to help progress existing ideas from an idea to reality, contact the 


Committee via info@gfnc.org.au. 


Separately, the Trustees of the Environment Fund have sought submissions from outside the club and we are close to 
approving several proposals. Once finalised, we'll have more news soon. 


Links to information on Glossy Black-Cockatoos provided by April Bird Group speaker Laura Tan 


Find out more about Glossies 


e oOUth-eastern Glossy Black-Cockatoo Field Guide httos://bit.ly/SEGBCfieldquide 

e Glossy Black-Cockatoo identification video https://bit.'y/IDglossies 

e South-eastern Black-Cockatoos of Australia. BirdLife booklet httos://bit.ly/SEblackcockatoolD 

e BirdLife Australia. Great Glossy Count https://birdlife.org.au/projects/bushfire-recovery/great-glossy-count 
e [he Glossy Black Conservancy https://glossyblack.org.au/ 


south-eastern Red-tailed Black Cockatoo Annual Cocky Count 
Some sites still available in both SA and Victoria. Contact: Skye McPherson: 1800 262 062 redtail@birdlife.org.au 
Report sightings of RTBC between now and 7 May 2022 (South-east SA or south-west VIC only) 


http://www.redtail.com.au/how-to-get-involved-in-counts.html 
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Meeting room tips 


Graham Possingham 


N ow that we will be regularly using the meeting room e [Ihe car park gates and room will be open by 7.30 p.m. 
again, here are some tips on how we operate as and we start at 8.00 p.m. sharp. We aim to finish by 
many of you may not have attended a face-to-face 9.30 p.m. Following a brief welcome, our guest 
meeting and others may have forgotten. speaker will be first and any club business and news 


Will follow. At the end of the meeting please do not 
linger too long in the room or wander off into the 
gardens as we need to lock the room and the carpark 
gates and reset the alarm system. There have been 
cases where visitors have had their cars locked in and 
they had to call security. 


e Access is via the carpark at the rear of the Botanic 
Gardens. Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
the Eastern Park Circuit (see map below). If the gate is 
still locked when you arrive, please wait nearby and do 
not block the entry. You can search for Geelong Field 
Naturalists' in Google maps and it will find us. Details 


are also on our website https://www.gfnc.org.au/ e Please sign in as you enter—for now we'll also check 
meetings vaccination status. There is currently no need for QR 


code check-in. 


e Inthe event of an incident the assembly area is the car 
park. Do not block the emergency exit. 


e Help with set up and pack up of chairs and equipment 
Is appreciated. 


e [he club library, at the rear of the room, is worth a 
visit. If you wish to borrow an item there is a borrowing 
book/register. 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 10 May 2022 at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Dr. Jennifer Dearnaley 


Wadawurrung Ethnobotany—plants of Wadawurrung Country 
and how they were used 
Dr. Jennifer Dearnaley, Director of Balyang Consulting, completed her PhD on Wadawurrung Ethnobotany, looking at 
the many ways plants were used by Wadawurrung People prior to colonisation. 


Her research helps us to understand the customs and practices of the Wadawurrung People and how they cared for 
Country prior to European settlement. The research provides additional insights into the importance of the indigenous 
vegetation of the region. 


Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/]/82123436203?pwd- K2NPbkpLVzhRLzdQNHowR ThtSiljQT09 


Meeting ID: 821 2343 6203 


Passcode: Flora 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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February Plant Group meeting report—Similar but different; how to tell apart 
some plants that can easily be confused for one another 


t the February Plant Group meeting, four members 
spoke about plants they have found confusing and 
difficult to distinguish from other species in the same, or a 
different genus. The notes from the meeting are listed 
below and PDF copies of the presentations are available 
at https://www.gfnc.org.au/plant-group-id-quides 


Identification of Centaurium and Schenkia species in 
the Geelong region 

Marilyn Hewish 

While plant-hunting in Long Forest, | discovered there are 
two pink-flowered Centaury species that have confused 
me: Centaurium tenuiflorum Slender Centaury and C. 
erythraea Common Centaury. l've gathered some 
identification hints from a botanist friend and from the 
VICFLORA website. I'm unsure of the variability within 
each species but the characters seem to work in the few 
Centaury plants l've seen. 


For a summary, see the image below. Easy differences to 
spot are: the flower colour (deep magenta in C. 
tenuiflorum, pale pink in C. erythraea); petal shape 
(elongated in C. tenuiflorum, rounded in C. erythraea); 
flower head (in narrow V in C. tenuiflorum, in wider V in 
C. erythraea); and basal leaves (single or double, 
withered, in C. tenuiflorum, in rosette in C. erythraea). 


The length of the sepals relative to the flower tube is a 
less clear character. The sepals are usually relatively 
longer in C. tenuiflorum but variability means that there 
could be overlap between the two species (see 
VICFLORA website for measurements). In general, the 
sepals in C. tenuiflorum extend further up the tube (more 
than 50 per cent): in C. erythraea, they extend less far 
(less than 50 per cent). 


There are local records of another Centaurium species, 
C. maritimum Sea Centaury but it can't be confused with 
the other two as the flowers are yellow. If anyone wants 
to search for it, the Atlas of Living Australia website 
shows old records in the You Yangs (1960, 1980) and 
Lethbridge (1992). 
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C. erythraea 


Flower colour - 
magenta or light pink 


Petal shape — 
narrow or rounded 


Length of sepals compared with 


f flower tube 


Flower head — 
narrow (compact V) or spreading 


Basal leaves — 


withered or in rosette 


Summary of differences between Centaurium tenuiflorum Slender 
Centaury and C. erythraea Common Centaury. 


During the talk, a club member pointed out that Schenkia 
australis (also in the family Gentianaceae) can be 
confused with the pink-flowered Centaurium species. 
VICFLORA and my friend again helped me understand 
the differences between the genera Centaurium and 
Schenkia https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/ 
taxon/640f25fa-241d-4641-ba6e-ade4655b0da7 | have 
no photos of Schenkia so I'll attempt to explain in plain 
English. 


Flower heads: In Centaurium, branched in an 
umbrella-shape; in Schenkia, there is a single spike 
bearing flowers along it. 


Flower tube: In both genera, the flower petals are in two 
parts; each has a long, thin base called the ‘claw’. The 
claws overlap and form a long thin tube' pointing 
upwards. Above the claw each petal widens and spreads 
and this part is called the ‘limb’. The tube and the 
spreading limbs together make the corolla, or flower. This 
can be seen in the pictures of Centaurium flowers in the 
diagram (lower left). 


In Centaurium, there is no constriction (narrowing) at the 
top of the tube; in Schenkia, the top of the tube is 
constricted. 


Stigma: The stigma is the structure at the top of the style, 
the single filament protruding upwards in the centre of the 
flower. Pollination occurs when pollen lands on the 
stigma. In Centaurium, the stigma is kidney-shaped or 
shoe-shaped and fleshy; in Schenkia, it is 
diamond-shaped (rhombic) or fan-shaped and not fleshy. 


References: 
VICFLORA: Flora of Victoria, accessed February 2022 


https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/ 


Ozothamnus ferrugineus Tree Everlasting and 
Cassinia aculeata subsp. aculeata Common Cassinia 
Alison Watson 

These two plants from the Asteraceae family are very 
similar to each other and are difficult to tell apart. They 
have the features of Asteraceae Family with a capitulum 
(dense cluster of small sessile flowers)’ individual florets 
surrounded by bracts; the sepals are pappus (a ring of 
hairs, bristles or scales) and in this case bristles. These 
persist and aid in seed dispersal. The inflorescence is 
corymbose meaning the lower flowers stalks are longer 
than the upper and so forming a flattish flowerhead. 


The main differences can be summarised as follows: 


e Tree Everlasting is a taller plant up to 5 m and found 
in moist lowland areas, and the Common Cassinia is 
more a shrub-sized plant to 3 m and is found in forests 
and along roadsides. Both generate well after fire and 
disturbance. 


e The leaves of Tree Everlasting are wider and longer 
with a waxier, duller green surface while the Cassinia 
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has smaller, narrower leaves with more revolute leaf 
margins. 


e Common Cassinia has a stronger scent. 


e [ree Everlasting has a more domed flowerhead and 
Common Cassinia is flatter with smaller flowers 
sometimes pink tinged which don't open readily. 


References: 

Clark, |. and Lee, H. (1987) Name that Flower. Melbourne 
University Press, Melbourne. 

MacDonald, M. (2009) Flowers of Anglesea and Aireys 
Inlet. Invert Logic, Anglesea. 

Mayfield, E. (2013) Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges, 
2. CSIRO, Collingwood. 

Unpublished notes from Gail Slykhuis for Angair Plant 
otudy Group. 


Austrostipa 

Of the 38 species of Austrostipa recorded in Victoria, 
many look very similar and can be differentiated only by 
close attention to the seed and other supporting features. 


What to look for 


Austrostipa stipoides A tufted maritime grass found in 
coastal areas that flowers from 
Oct-Mar. Prickly leaves, simple 
culm, lemma evenly covered by 
white hairs and quite short awn 
(<4 cm). 

Austrostipa mollis Common and widespread tufted 
grass, tall (to 1.2 m) with a simple 
culm. Twice bent seed and short 
awn (30—60 mm) with the longest 
hairs on the awn column at least 1 
mm long, arranged mostly in a 
row and appearing to spiral as the 
awn twists’ (VICFLORA . 


Austrostipa flavescens | A coastal grass, common on 
vegetated dunes and occasional 
inland on basalt soils. Simple 
culms are 1—4 mm diameter at 
base; the inflorescence is usually 
quite dense; and glumes usually 
pale green. Seed is twice bent 
and coma hairs are no longer 
than those of the body of the 
lemma. 

Austrostipa scabra Tufted grass to 60 cm and 
widespread across Victoria. 
oimple culm and falcate (curved) 
seed. 
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oome key parts are: 


The seed: species can be differentiated by the overall 
shape of the seed (whether twice bent or curved) and 
features such as the hairiness, colour, and length of the 
lemma, coma, and awn (refer to diagrams on GFNC 
webpage https://www.gfnc.org.au/images/information/ 
PlantGroup/Austrostipa.pdf). It is therefore important to 
take photos of the whole seed with a scale and use a 
coloured background that allows hairs to clearly stand 
out. 


Flowering head: it is also worth noting whether the culm 
(flowering stem) is simple or branched; whether the 
inflorescence is open or contracted; and what colour the 
glumes are when mature. 


Leaves: while not always relevant to identification, the 
width, rigidity, or hairiness of the leaves can also help to 
differentiate some look-alike species. 


The following table may support differentiation of 
common species around the Geelong region. 


Look-alikes in the Greater Geelong region 


Fairly distinctive. A. flavescens also grows in 
near-coastal areas but it does not have the same 
prickly, tufted form. 


There are a number of other Austrostipa species with 
awn hairs more than 0.3 mm: 


A. mollis, A. oligostachya and A. semibarbata can all be 
easily confused for each other and according to 
VICFLORA, occasional specimens appear 
intermediate between all three. In general, A. 
oligostachya and A. semibarbata have a less hairy 
awn than A. mollis and other features of the seed 
and plant can be used to support ID (refer to 
VICFLORA key). 


A. densiflora also has a very hairy awn but the awn is 
much longer (50—110 mm) than A. mollis. Other 
features (e.g. pubescent glumes and leaves) 
support A. densiflora identification. 

With some overlapping range, A. flavescens could be 

confused for A. blackii, which also has a hairy coma. 
To differentiate, A. blackii has a coma 2—5 mm long 
and its lower leaves are distinctly pubescent. 


Both A. scabra and A. nodosa look similar; have a 
curved awn; and are virtually 
co-extensive (VICFLORA). To differentiate: 


A. scabra leaves are fine <1 mm diam. and scabrous; 
usually erect and in rolled 


A. nodosa leaves are >1 mm, usually spreading; 
inflorescence is sparse, purplish. 


References: 

Clarke, |. (2015) Name those grasses: identifying grasses, 
sedges and rushes. Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. 

Prescott, A. (2017) Native Grasses, a regional guide. 
Natural Resources Adelaide and Mt Lofty Ranges, 
accessed 13 February 2022 https:// 


cdn.environment.sa.gov.au/landscape/docs/hf/native- 
grasses-201 /.pdf 
VICFLORA: Flora of Victoria, accessed 13 February 2022 


https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/ 


Dillwynia hispida Red Parrot-pea and Dillwynia 
sericea Showy Parrot-pea 

Bernie Lingham 

These attractive members of the Pea family are two, of at 
least four, common species of Dillwynia Parrot-pea found 
in the broader Geelong region. Although 'pea plants' can 
often be challenging to identify—particularly to species 
level—a visual clue to the Dillwynia genus is the shape of 
the standard or banner (back/posterior petal). In 
Dillwynias the standard is wider than it is high, with a 
significant dip in the centre. 


Key differences between the Red Parrot-pea and Showy 
Parrot-pea are how the flowers are arranged on stems; 


the shape and texture of the leaves; and the number of 
seeds per pod. 


What to look at Red Parrot-pea Showy Parrot-pea 


Flowers in 
terminal clusters 
on long stems 
(peduncles) 


Flower 
arrangement on 
stem 


Flowers mostly 
paired, but can be 
singles, in leaf-axils 
(where the leaf 
joins the stem) 
Leaves narrow, 
rough textured, 
generally with long 
hairs; leaf tip 
gradually tapers to 
a sharp point 


Leaf texture and 
shape 


Leaves are rough 
textured and 
hairy; leaf edges 
and tip incurved 
or curved inwards 


References: 

Clark, |. and Lee, H. (1987) Name that Flower. Melbourne 
University Press, Melbourne. 

Mayfield, E. (2013) Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges, 
2. CSIRO, Collingwood. 

VICFLORA: Flora of Victoria, accessed 9 February 2022 


https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/ 


Bellarine Basin, Wallington—report 
11 April 2022 


About the Bellarine Basin 

The Bellarine Basin (approx. 39 ha) came into use around 
1930 to pipe-feed water from Wurdiboluc Reservoir to 
coastal towns. The water basin Is no longer in operational 
use. Barwon Water (BW) is embarking on a major project 
($1.3 million funding, including $650,000 funding under 
the Victorian Government's Distinctive Areas and 
Landscapes program) to undertake remedial works on the 
site for ‘environmental and public open space to be 
enjoyed by the community’ (Bellarine Basin Rehabilitation 
website). 


GFNC involvement in the project 

In February 2021, a site visit was undertaken by several 
GFNC members, representatives from the Bellarine 
Catchment Network and BW staff. We noted the following 
key environmental factors: 


e There is around 2.5 ha of Grassy Eucalypt Woodland 
(a threatened habitat type). 


e The wetland at the western end of the basin is a 
significant freshwater herbaceous wetland (also a 
threatened habitat type). 


e Anest site of Wedge-tailed Eagles was found during 
the visit. The birds are regularly sighted in the area. 


e [he Pinus radiata trees present there are known 
nesting sites for Brown Goshawks, Collared 
oparrowhawks and other bird species. 


e Freshwater mussels were found in the basin floor. 


Barry and Bernie Lingham 


During 2022 BW has removed many Pinus radiata trees 
on-site that could pose a future hazard when the site 
becomes open to the public. The area previously under 
pine plantation will be revegetated in the future. The 
original Yarram Creek headwaters flowed through a 
shallow valley that was excavated for the storage basin. 
The restoration of the valley forms part of site works. 


BW organised a public engagement program over the 
past year and the results of that process have guided the 
preparation of a concept plan and works program for the 
site. Full details are at https:// 


WWW. yoursay.barwonwater.vic.gov.au/bellarine-basin 


GFNC Plant Group survey 

Continuing GFNC engagement with BW on this project, 
15 club members participated in a half-day flora survey of 
selected zones at the 39-ha site, including the Grassy 
Woodland and the freshwater herbaceous wetland. Six 
90 m transects were selected and plant species observed 
within the areas were noted, photographed or samples 
taken for later review and identification. 


We recorded 113 plants—identified to either species or 
genus level—with 42 new plants to add to the existing 
flora list for the site (see p. 6 for list of the 42 new plants). 


We hope to return to the site in spring to allow 
identification of species flowering at that time. 


References: 
Barwon Water (2022) Bellarine Basin rehabilitation, 
accessed 20 April 2022 https:// 


WWW. yoursay.barwonweater.vic.gov.au/bellarine-basin 
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Bellarine Basin list of 42 plants to add to the site's existing flora list 


Agapanthus praecox —— gapamhus OOOO 
Amalisbeladoma [Beladona VO | 
Centela cordifolia femea — | M 
Crsuasp oessa —— | P 


Persicaria prostrata  [Creepng Knowe — | — 
Phytolacca octanda Redinweed* oo 
Pterostyissp — ereenhood (orchid) —— v — | — 
Rytidosperma geniculatam — KneedWalebygrss V | 
Thyridia repens [creeping Monkeyfowr | Koo 
Tricoryne elatior —  elwRuhlüy SM | 
Dphasp — — — Qumug S 
Vellereophyton dealbatum — WhteCudwee: — — | — V 
Veronica gracilis ——  SenderSpeedudl — V ooo 
Xanthorrhoea australis [Austel Grasses — | | — 


Notes: * introduced or naturalised species 
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The Pacific Koel in the Geelong region 
Richard Alcorn 


constantly and feverishly, sometimes performing 
flight-chases or displays. Feed in foliage of leafy trees, on 
fruits. Very vocal day and night during breeding season, 
especially in wet conditions. Commonest call a repeated 
far-carrying disyllabic whistle Kooee/ or coo-ee, given by 
male' (Higgins 1999 p. 761). Other calls include an 
excited, ascending wurroo-wurroo-wurroo by male and a 
series of shrill brassy shrieks keek-keek-keek by 

female' (Menkhorst et al. 2017 p. 310). 


Unless otherwise noted, data for this report were sourced 
from eBird—the club repository for bird records. 


The first record of a Pacific Koel in the Geelong region 
was made on 13 March 2003 at St Laurence Park, Lara 
(Geelong Bird Report 2003). The species was next 
recorded in September 2007 at Ocean Grove and has 
been recorded in the Geelong region in every season 
since (eBird). 


Photo: Graham Possingham 


Pacific Koels in the Geelong metropolitan area 


he Pacific Koel Eudynamys orientalis is a nest The first Pacific Koel record from the Geelong 

parasite of birds that build open nests, especially metropolitan area (hereafter Geelong) was made in 
Magpie-larks, Figbirds and large honeyeaters such as Newtown on 1 December 2010. Pacific Koels have been 
friarbirds, miners, Red Wattlebirds and Blue-faced recorded in Geelong every season since (see Figure 1). 
Honeyeaters (Higgins 1999 p. 766). The Pacific Koel Most records are from Highton, with others from 
spends the austral winter in the Solomon Islands, New Newtown, Belmont, Grovedale, Wandana Heights, 
Guinea, Maluku, Buru, East Timor, East Nusa Tenggara Geelong West, Bell Post Hill, Corio, Geelong CBD and 
and Sumba and migrates to northern and eastern East Geelong. 


Australia for the austral summer (Higgins 1999 p. 762; 
see also eBird seasonal maps). Once a rare vagrant to 
Victoria (Emison et al. 198/), the Pacific Koel is now 
recorded annually from many locations across the eastern 


half of the state (eBird), and in recent years has reached 2919). Successful breeding was also recorded in — 
the Geelong region'. The breeding season is October to February 2016 (Morley 2018)", January 2017 and again in 
February (Higgins 1999 p. 761). January 2018, all in Highton; in each of these three 


seasons a Juvenile was seen being fed by a Red 


Pacific Koels are ‘noisy and conspicuous when breeding, ^ wWattlebird (for photos see https://bit.|y/3EUVfBA ). 
males often perching high, usually in cover, calling 


The first successful breeding of Pacific Koel in the 
Geelong region was recorded on 30 January 2015 when 
a juvenile koel was photographed in Highton (Pescott 


Pacific Koel in the Geelong metropolitan area 


2021/22 owe CD 00 € 09 SWE Q^? 0990 owe 

2020/21 edP G0000 COD QGDOEDOMDPOSD Oe 900090 © 

2019/20 (uve ito a G CQ (OReROAETÁODe ë 60 0 9 

2018/19 e» eo œ em 90909 ew a o oo 

2017/18 0e09d-90 00 9 o 009 «959999 8 o 

2016/17 eee o ooo o t eomm oo 

2015/16 ewes 499 9 © oo o o eo o 

2014/15 Ll © oe oe 2 EE o » c2 e 

2013/14 eo E 

2012/13 ao coo en mco Figure 1: Dates of 
observations of 

2011/12 e e * | Pacific Koel 

2010/11 ee E within the 

1 Oct 1 Nov 2 Dec 2 jan 2 Feb 5 Mar 5 Apr Geelong 
metropolitan area 
e Breeding not confirmed — e Breeding confirmed by season 


NOTES: 

1.For the purposes of this report, the Geelong region comprises the local government areas of Greater Geelong, Queenscliffe, Surf Coast, 
Colac-Otway, Corangamite, Golden Plains, Moorabool, Melton and Wyndham. 

2. Inadvertently presented as the first breeding record of the species for the Geelong region in the Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016. 
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The minimum number of Pacific Koels recorded in female and juvenile) must have been present in a 


Geelong each year has ranged from one to three (see successful breeding season. Finally, Pacific Koels heard 
Table 1). The minimum number of birds can be inferred from two well-separated locations at approximately the 
in several ways. Firstly, the maximum number of birds same time were considered likely to be different birds; 
recorded on eBird checklists sets a minimum number in there were no clear-cut cases of this type. 


any given season. Secondly, at least three birds (male, 


2010/11 


1 All records of a single bird, most based on call; only a male call described, 
or male seen 
2011/12 1 All records of a single bird, based on call 


2012/13 2 Two birds heard at same time 


2013/14 All records of a single bird, based on call 
2014/15 EE NN Successful breeding: male, female and juvenile 
2015/16 a, Successful breeding: male, female and juvenile 


3 
3 
2016/17 3 Successful breeding: male, female and juvenile 
3 
3 


1 [gung Se SS ne are TTS 
occasions 

occasion 

or male seen 

or male seen 


Table 1: Minimum number of Pacific Koels recorded in Geelong 


2018/19 


Pacific Koels in the Geelong region outside the recorded in any one season is small. Birds did not 
Geelong metropolitan area appear to stay for long at any one locality, although they 
Outside the Geelong metropolitan area, the localities were recorded for an extended period at Torquay from 26 
where Pacific Koel were recorded varied from year to October 2015 to 8 January 2016 and again in the 

year (see Table 2). Each record was of a single bird, following season from 24 November 2016 to 29 

except for a record of two birds made without comment December 2016—there was no indication of a breeding 
on 24 December 2018 at Coogoorah Park, Anglesea attempt in either season. 


(eBird). The number of localities where Pacific Koels were 


Locality and dates observed 


304 |- T 
(30008 S 
(3008 S 

200g] |- — T 


2012/13 You Yangs 10 Nov; Ocean Grove 10, 11 & 12 Dec; Anglesea 15& 1/ Dec; Torquay 16, 
22 & 2/ Dec, 2 Jan 


2013/14 Ocean Grove 1 & 3 Dec; Torquay 27, 29 & 31 Dec, 1 Jan 
2014/15 Melton 3 Nov; Torquay 1 Jan; Forrest 22 Jan; Serendip 25 Feb 


2015/16 Hoppers Crossing 22 Oct; Serendip 8 Nov; Torquay 26 Oct; 12 & 13 Nov, 8, 28, 29 & 30 
Dec, 1&8 Jan 


2016/17 Point Lonsdale 3 Nov; Barwon Heads 13 Nov; Lara 24 Nov; Torquay 24 & 29 Nov, 14, 


16, 23 & 29 Dec; Ocean Grove 15, 16 & 26 Dec; Werribee 4 Jan 


2017/18 Ocean Grove 16 Dec 


2018/19 Ocean Grove 6 & 2/ Dec; Lara 10 Dec; Werribee 13 Dec; Anglesea 24 Dec; Point 
Lonsdale 2/ Dec; Barongarook 21 Jan 

2019/20 Connewarre 4 Jan; Werribee 6 Jan 

2020/21 Clifton Springs 27 Nov; Bacchus Marsh 3 Jan; Bannockburn 26 Jan 


2021/22 Serendip 26 Oct; Drysdale 22, 28 & 30 Dec, 2 Jan; Point Lonsdale 1 Jan; Colac 4, 7& 9 
Jan; Werribee 5 Jan; Rice Reserve 12 Jan 


Table 2: Localities and dates of observations of Pacific Koel in the Geelong region outside the Geelong metropolitan area. 
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Conclusion 

The number of Pacific Koels visiting the entire Geelong 
region each season remains small, perhaps no more than 
a handful. The Geelong region is heavily 'birded', and 
male koels are conspicuous by their calls during the 
breeding season, so it unlikely that many birds are being 
overlooked. 


Acknowledgements: 

Analyses of this type are made possible by the efforts of 
the many birders, including many club members, who 
freely contribute their observations to the club and to 
public databases such as eBird. 


Thanks to Graham Possingham, Chrissy Freestone and 
Craig Morley for comments on a draft, and to Graham for 
permission to include his Pacific Koel photo and a link to 
his Juvenile Koel web site. 


References: 
eBird, accessed 31 March 2022 https://ebird.org 


eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD relDec-2021. Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New York. Dec 2021. 

Emison, W. B., Beardsall, C. M., Norman, F. I. and Loyn, 
R. H. (1987) Atlas of Victorian Birds. Department of 
Conservation, Forests and Lands and the Royal 
Australasian Ornithologists Union, Melbourne. 

Hewish, M. (Ed.) (2004) Geelong Bird Report 2003. 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club, Geelong. 

Higgins, P. J. (Ed.) (1999) Handbook of Australasian, 
New Zealand and Antarctic Birds, Volume 4: Parrots 
to Dollarbird (HANZAB). Oxford University Press, 
Melbourne. 

Menkhorst, P. et al. (2017) The Australian Bird Guide. 
CSIRO Publishing, Clayton, Victoria. 

Morley, C. (Ed.) (2018) Geelong Bird Report 2013—2016. 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club, Geelong. 

Pescott, T. (2015) ‘A Breeding Record of the Eastern 
Koel in the Geelong Region', Geelong Naturalist, vol. 
51, no. 10, p.8. 


Fauna survey report—Erskine Falls, Otways Ranges 
17—20 March 2022 


ntroduction 

This survey was carried out on a 25-acre private 
property near Erskine Falls in the Otway Ranges. The 
habitat is typical wet Otway forest with tall eucalypts and a 
thick ground cover of wire-grass and sword-sedge, 
leading down to a steep tree-fern gully. 


Method 

40 small Elliot traps were set out in four lines of 
10—along the driveway parallel to the road; a line 
extending from the cleared area, down the hill; and up the 
hill back to the road. Traps were baited with the standard 
mix of peanut butter, golden syrup and oatmeal, and 
bedding and rainproof covers were provided. 


Results 


18/3/22 | 2 Bush rat 58 g, 133 g 
_ 2 Agile Antechinus | 32g, 48g 
19/3/22 | 3 Agile Antechinus 30 g, 33 g, 47 g 


mE 2 Dusky Antechinus | 62 g, 80g 
20/3/22 | 4 Agile Antechinus 24 g, 26 g, 30g, 31g 


4 Dusky Antechinus | 50 g, 62 g, 79 g & one 
large; unweighed 


incidental observations 
Two or three Yellow-bellied Gliders were seen on 
infra-red camera. 


Thanks 

Thank you to Pete Crowcroft for allowing us to survey the 
property. Thanks to all the helpers—Scott, Lothar, Barry, 
Bernie, Deborah, Tracey, Chrissy, George, Nadia, Mauro 
and Manu. Bird lists are from Graham Possingham, Jenny 
Possingham, David Boyle and others. 


Alison and Phil Watson 


Bird List 


Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 


Laughing Kookaburra 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


White-naped Honeyeater 
opotted Pardalote 


Brown Thornbill 3 


Permits The survey was carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC project approval 38.21 and DELWP permit 10010270. 
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GFNC excursion to Erskine Falls property—invertebrates hunt 


An undescribed species o 
Otways. 


Photo: Donna Hall 


t was a pleasure to host the Geelong Field Naturalists 

Club at my family property near Erskine Falls, located 
behind Lorne on Gadubanud Country. This is a 25-acre 
block with a mix of regenerating understorey and mature 
established very tall eucalypts. There is also a variety of 
oouth African proteas planted by my grandmother 30 
years ago (I am sure the honeyeaters love them!). 


We were blessed with the weather, winning the lottery, 
especially given how wet and windy the previous weeks 
had been. | arrived on Saturday night to a very warm and 
still evening; a car was in the driveway and Lothar 
introduced himself—he had been staying for a number of 
nights and was very well set up. The conditions were 
utterly perfect for the moth light, and it did not disappoint. 
Many different species arrived at the white sheet 
reflecting the new German-designed Lepi-LED, a light 
specifically designed to attract insects for biodiversity 
survey. A Southern Boobook was also keen to check out 
the moths that were flying around. 


| was planning for a stay in the tent. However, | had 
forgotten my sleeping bag. Fortunately, it was a warm 
night and | was able to rough it in the front seat of the car 
(to put a positive spin on it, an uncomfy night like that 


Genus Poropterus (a member of True Weevils) 


Photo: Peter Crowcroft 
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Peter Crowcroft 


Photo: Kelly Clitheroe 


reminds you how nice it is in a comfortable bed). Bright 
and early, a large group of Satin Bowerbirds screamed 
their wakeup call, along with many other bird species in a 
chorus | am not so familiar with in comparison to the 
Anglesea coastal species. 


The fauna survey team arrived early, and many 
antechinus were discovered in the Elliott traps. A little 
later the invertebrate group arrived for a walk around the 
block. Our goal of finding a Velvet Worm (Peripatus, 
phylum Onychophora) was unsuccessful despite the kids’ 
best efforts at dissecting a rotten log. We did get some 
great results shaking some low-lying branches over a 
white sheet and investigating what fell onto it. some 
interesting finds came from this simple, yet effective 
technique. However, | was extremely impressed with 
many of the photographs that were taken of a wide 
variety of invertebrates, especially those of Kelly Clitheroe 
and Donna Hall, which can be seen on iNaturalist at 


https://bit.ly/36ydG1D and https://bit.ly/3jWhMUr. Photos 
that | took on the morning can also be seen on iNaturalist 


at https://bit.ly/3vxLtR5. 


Tetrix irrupta (a member of the Pygmy Grasshoppers) 


Photo: Donna Hall 


Bambra bushland fauna survey 
7—10 April 2022 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


All captured animals are released close 
2€ to their capture site. 

| Upon release, Agile Antechinus 
sometimes choose to run up the 

| nearest tree in a very agile manner. 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


ntroduction Harp traps: did not catch any bats, or any insects. 
‘Third time lucky’... after two previous attempts (one 
terminated by a sudden COVID lockdown on 05/08/21, 
the other by a misunderstanding on the meeting place on 
09/12/21) we were able to carry out a survey in the 


Bambra bushland opposite the Hare Krishna farm. 


A night walk resulted in two mammal species noted. 


Mammals 

Agile Antechinus: nine in Elliott traps. 

ougar Glider: two seen at night, including one leaving a 
hollow in one of the large trees. 


waama ! Common Ringtail Possum: two seen at night. 
Mainly fine, mild and calm. 
Method Reptiles 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink (aka Garden Skink): 
several small individuals were noted. 


Birds 
Bird species noted at the Bambra survey site—eBird 
Hotspot-Otway Forest Park Block (Winchelsea-Deans 


Three transects of 10, 10 and 20 (respectively) Elliott 
traps for three nights, and two harp traps were in place 
(one for 3 nights, another for 2 nights). 


Results 


Agile Antechinus—male, wt 29 g 
Agile Antechinus—male, wt 33 g 


Marsh Rd) 
https://ebird.org/australia/hotspot/L4555167?yr=all&m= 


See below for a combined list of bird species compiled 
from observations by Scott Rolph, Chrissy Freestone, 
George Appleby, Barry Lingham and Bernie Lingham 
during visits on 09/12/21, 10/12/21, 09/04/22, 10/04/22. 


Agile Antechinus—male, wt 30 g 
Agile Antechinus—male, wt 28 g 
Agile Antechinus—male, wt 30 g 


Average weight of 8 individuals was 30g 
Individual weight varied from 23—35 g 


Bird list 


Eastern Spinebill Varied Sittella Eastern Yellow Robin 


Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo |Red Wattlebrd =~ |Golden Whistler = |Common Blackbird 
White-eared Honeyeater — Rufous Whistler — Mistletoebird 
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Invertebrates 

Millipedes | Ommatoiulus moreleti Portuguese Millipede 
—some found. 

Chloritobadistes victoriae Southern Hairy 
Red Snail-one found under a log on the 
ground. 

Austracantha minax Christmas Jewel Spider 
—several seen. 

Phonognatha graeffei Leaf-curling Spider 
—extraordinarily abundant. 

spider 1—logged on iNaturalist; species not 
yet available. 

Spider 2-logged as above. 

Tapeigaster brunneifrons—one of the flies 
that lay eggs in fungi. 

Meneristes sp. Darkling Beetle—one in 
decaying log. 

Aphaenogaster sp. Collared Ants—several 
nests of these tiny, light brown ants noted. 
Rhytidoponera sp. Pony Ant—one nest found 
under a log. 

Myrmecia pilosula Black Jumper Ant 
—plentiful. 


Snails 


Spiders 


Flies 
Beetles 


Ants 


Myrmecia nigriscapa Black-scaped Bull-ant 
—an unusually-coloured individual 
photographed. 

Myrmecia simillima Red Bull-ant-several 
nests found. 

Heteronympha merope Common Brown 
—females were abundant. 

Delias harpalyce Imperial Jezebel—a distant 
view of a white butterfly may have been this 
species as mistletoes were widespread. 
Hyalarcta nigrescens Ribbed Case-moth 
—one old case found. 

Invertebrates that were recorded on previous visits to the 
site, but not on this occasion, were: 


Butterflies 


Moths 


05/08/21 Perga affinis Spitfires. 

09/12/21 Cormocephalus esulcatus Black Centipede. 
Austrolestes analis Slender Ringtail 
Damselfly. 

Thanks 


Alison, Bernie, Chrissy, Barry, George, Lothar and Phil 
set out, checked and picked up the Elliott traps. Barry 
compiled the bird list. 


Permits The survey was carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC project approval 38.21 and DELWP permit 10010270. 


April butterfly report 


he Macleay's Swallowtails are still at the Geelong 

Botanic Gardens, nearly always around the flowering 
Buddleja (Butterfly Bush), but on 17 April two were 
hill-topping and feeding on purple Salvia. First there were 
two Monarchs, also around the Buddleja, then three and 
finally four. 


There have been Meadow Argus seen in many parts of 
our region, usually in ones or twos, but John Newman 
spotted at least 20 around Drewan Park at Wandana 
Heights. It is rather late in the season for this species. 


Macleay's Swallowtail 1/4/22 Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

114/22 Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 

10/4/22 | Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 


17/4/22 | Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
23/4/22 | Geelong Botanic One still present feeding in 
Gardens Butterfly Bush along the KBr 
northern border. 


Valda Dedman 


With the onset of cooler weather there will be fewer 
butterflies about, except on sunny days. Keep watching 
out for them. 


Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, 
Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; KBr, Karyn Brown; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TZa, Troy Zanker. 


Two in Buddelja late afternoon. | JN 
Two. Present in flowering 


Buddleja along the northern 


pathway. 


Two. Feeding in Butterfly Bush 
and in flight around the 
northern pathway. 
DIy, [Za, 


Two ‘hill-topping’ in and around 


the central flower garden; one 
feeding in purple flowering 
oalvia along the northern 
pathway. 


imperial Jezebel | 274722 
N 


4/4/22 Deans Marsh Three separate butterflies 
along Deans Marsh Creek with 
a lot of Mistletoe. 


9/4/22 Geelong Botanic 
Gardens 
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10/4/22 


Geelong Botanic One sunning in the main flower DTy 
Gardens garden, the other feeding in the 
Butterfly Bush on the northern 


pathway and in graceful flight around 


area; a.m. 
15/4/22 | Geelong Botanic One sunning in main flower garden, DTy 
Gardens the other one gliding over Butterfly 
Bush along northern pathway. 
16/4/22 | Geelong Botanic Three; gliding and feeding around DTy 
Gardens Butterfly Bush along the northern 
pathway. 


23/4/22 | Geelong Botanic Four feeding, sunning in the central 


Gardens flower garden and amongst the TZa, KBr 


Butterfly Bush along the northern 
pathway. 


10/4/22 | Geelong Botanic One; sunning in central flower garden. 
Gardens 


Australian Painted 
Lady 


16/4/22 | Highton One on flowering shrub; glorious 
sunshine 
1/4/22 Geelong Botanic One aggressively defending territory 
Gardens from Common Brown female. 


J 
J 


Yellow Admiral 


— 
= 


ing i DTy 
| N 
| N 
2/4/22 Bannockburn One. JN, DTy 
Reserve 
10/4/22 | Geelong Botanic Two. Feeding in Butterfly Bush DTy 
Gardens 
23/4/22 | Geelong Botanic Five. DTy, 
Gardens TZa, KBr 
8/4/22 McKellar Centre One flying and resting in flowering Ty 
Correa bush in the central garden 
D 
: Ty 
P 
He 
Fr 


Meadow Argus 


10/4/22 | Geelong Botanic One. Sunning on pathway on 
Gardens southern side of garden 
11/4/22 | Gateway Sanctuary One. 
Leopold 
14/4/22 | Long Forest Rd at One resting on ground. 
Moonah Drive 
15/4/22 | Highton Two seen separately; one in C 
Linton Lane, one in North Valley Rd. 
Warm sunny day. 
15/4/22 At least four seen in Branding Yards JN 
area. 
16/4/22 Wandana Heights At least 20 around Drewan Park, late JN 
afternoon, brilliant sun, no wind. 


22/4/33 | Limeburners Lagoon | Four in grassed area. GP, JPo 


2/4/22 Bannockburn At least 50 female Common Browns JN, DTy 
Reserve on both sides of Bannockburn- 


D 
G 
D 
G 
M 


Common Brown 


Shelford Rd; afternoon; windy, some 
sun and overcast. 


14/4/22 | Long Forest Rd at Five. Single butterflies flying along 
Moonah Drive about 100 m of track. 
15/4/22 | You Yangs At least 20 scattered across Northern 
Ranges and Branding Yards. 
18/4/22 | Geelong Botanic Two feeding in yellow Butterfly Bush 
Gardens along northern path. 
15/4/22 | You Yangs Two seen at Toynes Rd carpark and J 
one seen on track side at Branding 
Yards. 
15/4/22 | You Yangs At least three seen on weedy plantin | JN 
carpark. 
16/4/22 | Highton Two separate butterflies on nature JN 
strip. 
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MHe 

JN 

DIy 
Saltbush Blue N 


Common Grass-blue 


April fauna report 


The highlights for April are the observation by Scott Rolph 
of three Tree Skinks at Buckley Falls—a new species for 
our local records—and another Yellow-bellied Sea Snake 
at Torquay. 


Brush-tailed Phascogale: on 20 March a Friends of the 
Brisbane Ranges activity involved inspecting nest-boxes 
in the vicinity of Island Track, in an area of stringybark, 
grasstree and rough wattle that is regularly control burnt. 
A camera was used to check the boxes. The phascogale 
looked at the camera then curled up in its bark nest with 
its tail wrapped around its body (OC,WC). 


Common Ringtail Possum: during a bat-trap survey on 
Red Gum Island at Buckley Falls on 14 April, several 
were seen in the riparian vegetation. Others were seen 
there on 27 April (HSc,LBr,LH); one was seen in 
Newtown, walking along powerlines in Noble Street on 19 
April (SRo). 


Swamp Wallaby: on 20 April one was seen feeding on 
grass and shrubs at Buckley Falls (SRo). 


Gould's Wattled Bat: two males were caught in a 
bat-trap set up on the CoGG reserve at Manna Gum 
Place on 29 March (GFNC per TP). 


Large Forest Bat: one male was caught in the CoGG 
reserve at Manna Gum Place on 29 March (GFNC per 
TP). 


Little Forest Bat: a one-night harp trap search on Red 
Gum Island, Buckley Falls Park on 14 April resulted in 
one male Little Forest Bat being caught. This is a tiny 
species, possibly the smallest mammal in Australia, with 
an average adult weight of about 4 g (a House Mouse 
weighs about 16 g) (GFNC per TP). 


Red Fox: one noted in a paddock beside the Winchelsea- 
Deans Marsh Road, near Deans Marsh, on 4 April (JN); 
one also observed on Red Gum Island, Buckley Falls 
Park during our harp trap search on 14 April (LH). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: one heard calling at Buckley 
Falls on 19 April during rainfall and later on the same day 
one was heard at Balyang Sanctuary (SRo). Two were 
heard calling at Red Gum Island, Buckley Falls Park on 
2/ April (GFNC ). 


Eastern Smooth Froglet: several were heard calling 
incessantly from around an artificial water hole at Yaugher 
during the day on 21 April (TP). 


Common Eastern Froglet: one heard calling at Balyang 
sanctuary on 18 April (SRo). 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Tree Skink (Egernia striolata): three observed at 
Buckley Falls on 20 April. One first seen sunning itself on 
a rock before retreating into a rock crevice. Three 
individuals were seen in close proximity, the other two 
smaller than the first (SRo). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink: 10 seen along the 
walking track at Buckley Falls on 20 April (SRo). 


Metallic Skink: several observed at Victoria Tce, Belmont 
on 25 April (TP). 


Yellow-bellied Sea Snake: first seen and returned to the 
water by a member of the public at Pt Danger on Friday 
22 April, then washed ashore at White's Beach on 25 
April (Source Facebook) (GGt). 


Observers: 

GFNC members; GGt, Geoff Gates; HSc, Helen 
ochofield; LBr, Lance Breguet; LH, Lothar Hohaus; JN, 
John Newman; OC, Owen Cook; SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; WC, Wendy Cook. 


Harp trapping at Red Gum Island, Buckley Falls 

On the suggestion of Lance Breguet and Helen Schofield, 
the Fauna Group undertook a one-night harp-trapping on 
Red Gum Island, part of the Buckley Falls Park managed 
by the City of Greater Geelong. On 14 April two traps 
were set up in different places and maintained until about 
9.30 p.m.—just over three hours after sunset. Only one 
bat, a male Little Forest Bat Vespadelus vulturnus was 
caught but several other bats were seen in flight. 


Other mammals were observed, and some photographed, 
including Common Ringtail Possums; a Red Fox; the 
remains of a green grasshopper (possibly a Katydid) and 
several empty pupa-cases of Swift (or Ghost) Moths were 
found. (I failed to take photos for better identification! ). 


On 27 April a follow-up one-night search failed to catch 
any bats even though the mild evening (around 20°C and 
a thin covering of cloud) seemed to provide suitable 
conditions. However we did see at least five Common 
Ringtail Possums and a Tawny Frogmouth. At one point 
there was a light shower of rain and two Southern Brown 
Tree Frogs set up a chorus of calls. They fell silent as 
soon as the rain stopped. 


A few invertebrates were seen including a beautiful moth 
—probably 7 halaina clara. Others included Banded Sugar 
Ants and a small cockroach were observed. 


Thanks to Helen, Lance, Brett, Lothar, Tracey and Steve 
for assisting in setting, monitoring and dismantling the 
harps. 


Permits The survey was carried out in accordance with our WSIAEC project approval 38.21 and DELWP permit 10010270. 
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Puffballs 


ushing up through the soil, a white sphere-shaped 
fungus begins to emerge from the ground. It is made 
of mycelia, which are the threads of fungus that spread 
through soil or wood or any other material in which a 
fungus grows. Over a few days, it continues its journey 
upwards, lifting a patch of soil and grass, and pushing it 
aside, until the whole sphere Is visible above ground. It is 
covered in tiny white warts and has a diameter of about 
two centimetres. Others appear nearby, forming a partial 
fairy ring. Over the next few days, the sphere enlarges to 
five centimetres and the warts fall off, leaving a smooth 
creamy skin, which gradually turns brown. Inside the 
sphere is white mushroom-scented flesh, which changes 
to a brown powder as the fungus matures. A hole 
develops in the top of the sphere, out of which powder 
puffs when a raindrop lands on it or a passing animal 
knocks it, giving this group of fungi their name 
—puffballs. The powder is the spores of the fungus, 
which drift on the wind to a new location. Only a few will 
settle in a good spot, where a new fungus can grow. 
They will send threads into the earth to obtain energy 
from dead organic matter. When all the spores have left 
the puffball, a dry skin remains, which will gradually 
break down. This is all we usually see of the fungus, but 
underground, the threads of mycelia continue their work 
of turning organic matter into soil. 


Every year, | find these small white puffballs growing 
among the grass in my garden. Elsewhere, beside the 
driveway, on the creek bank, under trees, and on gravel 
road edges are larger puffballs. Some of these are white, 
but more often they are yellowish-brown, sometimes with 
a mottled black pattern. The mottled puffballs resemble 
horse droppings, and are known as horse dung fungi. 
These larger puffballs have tough skin, which wears 
away, or cracks and splits open as lobes, revealing the 
mass of spores inside. In most species, the spore mass 
Is brown, but in some it is dull purple. The spores stick 
together, so it may take a week or more for rain and wind 
to disperse them, leaving behind a ragged piece of skin, 
still held in place by the underground mycelia. 


While many mature puffballs are little more than a bag of 
spores, some have a more interesting appearance. 
Earthstars have two layers of skin. When they first 
emerge above the soil, they look like any other puffball. 
Then the outer layer of skin splits and peels back. This 
leaves the inner bag of spores, with a small hole at the 
top, surrounded by the star-shaped outer skin. In some 
earthstars, the points of the star curl down and push the 
bag of spores upwards, well above the ground. 


oome puffballs grow on stalks. | saw one of the more 
attractive ones in the Otways, growing horizontally out of 
an earth bank beside a walking track. Its stalk was 
several centimetres long and appeared to be made of 
tough brown strands woven together. On the end of the 
stalk was the small brown puffball with a raised red 
asterisk shape around the hole, which releases the white 


Wendy Cook 


spores. [his was originally covered by a rough brown 
cap which had fallen off. 


Another unusual type of puffball was very common in the 
Brisbane Ranges after the 2006 bushfire. | found areas 
of scattered hard brittle white shells. It took a while for 
me to discover that these were the outer skins of small 
puffballs, which grow in clusters, and are commonly seen 
in eucalypt forests after burning. While the underground 
mycelia are probably present all the time, they only send 
up puffballs after fires. Their grey spores germinate into 
threads of fungi, but instead of breaking down organic 
matter, they Join with the roots of recovering plants, and 
help them to reach food and water. 


Over the next few wetter months, fungi will commonly be 
seen above ground. It is easy to find puffballs and 
mushroom-type fungi. Of those shaped like mushrooms, 
most have gills underneath, while others have sponge or 
pores. Large bracket fungi can be seen on trees all year 
round, but smaller fungi require more careful searching. If 
you look, you will find tiny mushrooms, and fungi shaped 
like clubs, discs, cups, corals, rubbery jelly and maybe 
even cages or starfish. Like flowering plants, different 
fungi appear at different times throughout the season. 
Each has a role to play in the environment. Some break 
down organic matter, such as wood, leaf litter, dead 
insects and dung. Many fungi form relationships with 
plants and help them to grow. A few are parasitic, and 
live on trees and other plants, or caterpillars, beetles or 
other insects, feeding upon them and bringing no benefit 
to their host, often killing them. Many fungi provide food 
for insects, lizards and mammals. Even after fungi 
season is over, the fungi will still be there, spreading 
through soil or wood or insect, fulfilling their purpose, and 
in most cases, benefiting the natural world where they 
live. 


References: 

Fuhrer, B. (2005) A Field Guide to Australian Fungl. 
Bloomings Books, Melbourne. 

Grey, P. and E. (2005) Fungi Down Under. Fungimap, 
Melbourne. 

Hunter Valley Backyard Nature Life cycle of a Puffball 


http://hvbackyard.blogspot.com/2007/02/10-life-cycle- 


of-puffball.html 
Hunter Valley Backyard Nature What on Earth are 


Earthstars? http:// 
hvbackyard.blogspot.com/2007/08/25-what-on-earth- 
are-earthstars.html 

Star truffle appears after fire https://funfungiecology.com/ 
star-truffle-appears-after-fire/ 

Tall trees and Mushrooms https:// 
morrie2.com/2013/05/1 7/vascellum-pratense-an- 


edible-puffball/ 
All accessed in May 2021. 


Published in Meredith and District News, June 2021. 
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April bird observations—some highlights 


hen reading through the bird records of last month 

from the many keen birders of the Geelong region, 
you Will see a dazzling array of observations that illustrate 
the many joys of autumn birding. 


oome glorious sunny weather has remained with us over 
recent weeks and no doubt enticed people out into the 
wetlands, forests, plains and beaches. We are still seeing a 
lot of autumn bird movement. Honeyeaters are now 
obviously moving around with many fascinating records of 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and a few of White-naped 
Honeyeaters moving in small to larger flocks. Some 
observers noted these birds utilising tree plantations and 
shelterbelts in open country or roadside vegetation, rolling 
along with intermittent stops, calling regularly—once more 
emphasising the need for plantings of this type to provide 
corridors for birds and other wildlife to move and migrate! 
Singing Honeyeaters have also been recorded in several 
new locations this month (Limeburners Point and Eastern 
Park), probably moving about from Pt Henry and other 
known haunts further east along the coast. Swift Parrots 
have again been seen flying overhead and calling at Ocean 
Grove, one of our few local areas that this critically 
endangered species utilises more predictably. 


Another of the local species displaying obvious movement 
across our region is the Grey Fantail. Records this month 
show large gatherings at some locations and some may be 
a mix of the mainland subspecies alisterii and the 
Tasmanian subspecies abiscapa. The inquisitive behaviour 
and squeaky call make them fairly easy to detect. It is 
fascinating how a large group of dozens of them can be 
seen in a single location one day and then gone the next, 
moving on to another site. Last month we read about the 
wonders of the Geelong Botanic Gardens and the autumn 
birds found there. Rose Robins have still been seen there 
early in the month. Now they are seemingly gone, while up 
to four Pink Robins are currently there. 


Unobtrusive Mistletoebirds have been seen in fruiting 
Wire-leaf Mistletoe in suburban streets—perhaps once 
again indicative of local movement. Their tiny size means 
their presence is often only given away by the characteristic 
sharp single-note or the sweet little short toofsie-cheer’ 
calls. An Olive Whistler in the edge of the Otway Ranges, 
south of Colac, was a nice morning surprise. Flame Robins 
have well and truly made an arrival in the paddocks and 
parks of our area with small groups in many locations. 
Hopefully larger flocks will be noted soon. A large noisy 
flock of 20 Dusky Woodswallows at Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve was an interesting April record, suggesting birds 
gathering or resting during migration. A sight on the Lake 
Connewarre floodplain of at least 310 Blue-winged Parrots 
heading to roost, made up of smaller flocks arriving 
sequentially before dark, was exciting. Forest Raven 
records continue to be submitted from the plains well to the 
west of Geelong and to the north of the Otway Ranges 
reminding us that this species Is present in these areas 
—keep a careful ear out for corvids with a bass baritone call 
rather than the expected mid-range calls of Little Ravens. 


16 Geelong Naturalist May 2022 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


Another feature of local conditions noted over recent weeks 
has been the smoke haze sitting over the district as farmers 
burn off crop stubble. A wonderful array of raptors has 
made the most of this food resource, as small birds, 
mammals and reptiles scramble for cover or are caught 
unaware of the fire and make for easy pickings. Black 
Falcons, generally scarce, have rewarded alert observers 
this month in the vicinity of these burn-offs with several 
descriptive records coming in from the drier western plains, 
as well as a bird in Lara. Continuing the raptor theme, a 
Spotted Harrier was a beautiful sight at Hesse and several 
Peregrine Falcon records illustrate the excitement of 
seeing this powerful hunter. White morph Grey Goshawks 
have been well represented in recent weeks, perhaps 
illustrating the dispersal of birds to more open habitats over 
autumn from the more-dense forest habitat of spring and 
summer. Though we hasten to add that a pair of these 
glorious birds in a territorial display in prime breeding 
habitat on the Curdies River, north of Timboon, held the 
undivided attention of two mesmerised observers for many 
minutes. A Powerful Owl record at Bellbrae was a 
wonderful observation—heard calling in the early evening. 


Wetland records have been keenly received with excellent 
observations of several unusual duck species with young; 
Blue-billed Ducks at Lake Struan; Musk Duck at Lake 
Elingamite; and Australasian Grebes with very recent 
hatchlings in Eastern Park, Geelong—all with young. Little 
Black Cormorants were giving every indication of feeding 
nestlings out on the remains of the old bombing target out in 
Lake Gnarput during a recent survey. Cattle Egrets are 
now being seen and recorded in our district with small flocks 
of up to five birds being noted, and a stunning record, in the 
last week of April, of 180 gathering at Lake Colac Bird 
oanctuary. A very large flock of 620 Australian Pelicans in 
flight must have been quite a sight south-west of Cressy 
and a Buff-banded Rail in the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
has been enjoyed by many. A Kelp Gull at Breamlea was a 
great record of this rare local gull. The careful observer 
noted the white tail, clarifying the slight build differentiating 
this species from the closely related and common Pacific 
Gull, as this species, at this time of year, can have an all- 
white tail as the sub-terminal black band wears away. A 
Lewin's Rail enticed birders at Lake Connewarre with its 
characteristic call and five Bar-tailed Godwits at Lake 
Victoria was unusual at this time of the year, as were a duo 
of Double-banded Plovers at Pt Henry—a species seldom 
seen at this location in recent years. 


The grasslands of the western plains hold many gems for 
the few who go looking. Several records of juvenile 
Australasian Bushlarks were great observations indicating 
local breeding. A stubble burn-off caused some 17 
Australasian Pipits to flush along with a similar number of 
Eurasian Skylarks. A small covey of five Brown Quail at 
Derrinallum was a surprise as they burst from the long grass 
beside ploughed farmland. 


With many thanks to the keen and diligent observers and 
recorders of our birds! Thank you—in the end it's all about 
the birds! 


April invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 
| ) uring the reporting period 21 March to 19 April, 605 Tiger Moth, Macleay's Swallowtail and Teatree Web 
observations were submitted to iNaturalist for Moth. Macleay's Swallowtail was photographed 10 times 
inclusion into the GFNC Invertebrates Collection. These by multiple observers between 19 March and 10 April. It 
observations represented 240 species, with the always creates some excitement among members when a 


Lepidoptera (Butterflies and Moths) contributing 145 rare visitor is seen. 
species. Pete Crowcroft and Lorraine Phelan were 
significant contributors with approximately 350 
observations, including many from moth sheet surveys. 


The full list of observations for this month can be viewed 
by clicking here Observations, and the full species list by 
clicking here Species. Some highlights from this month 
The top five most frequently observed species were the are listed below. 

Common Brown, Gum Leaf Skeletonizer, Black and White 


Common Name | Scientific Name Date Location Comments Observer 
Observed 


southern Meat Iridomyrmex 16/04/2022 | Steiglitz A well-studied endemic ant species found DHI 
Ant purpureus throughout Australia (except Tasmania). 
Its distribution, aggression and ecological 
importance have made this ant a dominant 
species. [his is great photo showing an 
ant tending some eggs. 
Paterson's Mogulones larvatus | 16/04/2022 | Steiglitz With a range between Sydney and 
Curse Crown Adelaide with also a few observations 
Weevil around southwest WA, the Weevil plays an 
important role in controlling the spread of 
Paterson's Curse. 
Gum Eurymeloides sp. 16/04/2022 | Steiglitz Likely E. bicinta. Two individuals eyeing off 
Leafhopper each other. This family of Leafhoppers has 
84 species across Australia; they are 
commonly attended by ants. 
Leaf Beetle Paropsisterna 10/04/2022 | Anglesea A member of a colourful beetle genus with 
lineata 120 species across Australia. Many feed 
on Eucal ptus leaves. 
macrocosma seen from January to earl April 


Orange-rimmed | 7/halaina selenaea — Anglesea White attractive moth mostly seen in 
satin Moth mid-autumn; larvae feed on Wattle leaves. 
Clara’s Satin Thalaina clara 8/04/2022 Another Satin Moth of the Thalaina genus. 
Moth 


Black-scaped Myrmecia und Bambra The photo shows an orange-coloured 
ien ull individual of a species that is usually more 
reddish in colour. 
Teatree Web Orthaga thyrisalis 6/04/2022 Anglesea An observation that took some time to 
Moth arrive at an identification as it has been 
reclassified from the ID shown in the photo 
below. 


Clara's Satin Thalaina clara icol Colac Another observation of Clara's Satin Moth 
Moth in Colac. 


House Fly Pygophora sp. a Anglesea An attractive species with large red eyes. PCr 
A member of the Muscidae Family (House 


Flies). 


Geometer Moth | Paralaea polysticha | 28/03/2022 A not-so-common moth seen only in 
autumn. 


Spur-throated Austracris guttulosa | 28/03/2022 | Anglesea A large northern Australian grasshopper 
Locust seen once or twice each year in Victoria. 
Likely blown down here during a weather 
event. 
Swallowtail 
Small Dingy Papilio anactus 21/03/2022 | Geelong Another rare visitor to our region. 
Gardens 
Pea Blue Lampides boeticus 2//03/2022 | Highton A very widespread species across the 
to 2/00 m elevation. 


Australian Charaxes 26/03/2022 | Eastern Park, A rarity in our region with 3 sightings only DTy 
Tailed Emperor | sempronius Geelong in iNaturalist, all in the last month. The 

Geelong Botanic Gardens proves yet 

again it's the place to visit to see 

butterflies. 
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Common Name | Scientific Name Date 
Observed 


Danaus plexippus 26/03/2022 


Wide-faced Dendroaeschna 25/03/2022 
Darner conspersa 


Golden Crytobothrus 
Bandwing chrysophorus 


25/03/2022 | Bannockburn 
(Family Acrididae) 


Southern Meat Ant Paterson's Curse Crown... 
LIES: 


B 


Niceteria macrocosma 


F 


Spur-throated Locust Orchard Swallowtail 
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Little River, 


Bannockburn 


Genus Eurymeloides Paropsisterna lineata 


Genus Pygophora 
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Small Dingy Swallowtail 


This introduced species has 20 
observations recorded for the Geelong 


Bioblitz region, all in the March—April 
period. 


First sighting in the Geelong BioBlitz HSc 
region. This uncommon species was first 

recorded in our region a few years ago. It 

has been seen across the state a number 

of times this year. 


A good example of this species. Can be 
seen between early spring and late autumn 
in forest and treed areas. It is well- 
camouflaged, moves readily and is 
therefore difficulty to find. 
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Paralaca polysticha 


Thanks to the following members who submitted 
observations during this reporting period: 


BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DTy, David 
Tytherleigh; DCk , David Cook; DHI, Donna Hall; GP, 
Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 
Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; 
LFo, Lachie Forbes; LBc, Lindy Buckley; LPh, Lorraine 
Phelan; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie McDonald; PCr, Pete 
Crowcroft; RLw, Rod Lowther; SKr, Susan Kruss; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. 


The GFNC Invertebrates Project is a member-only 
project. For your observations to be included, you must 
join the Project; this can be done when you enter your 


Short-horned Grasshop... 


iNaturalist account. You need only register once. 
Currently there are 48 GFNC members registered with 
the Invertebrates Collection. 
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Boneseeding in the You Yangs 
saturday 28 and Sunday 29 May 


Leaders: Rob Beardsley and Deborah Evans 


Wahoo! After two years of COVID disruption the prospect of getting our You Yangs Boneseeding Program back on 
track again is indeed most heartening. Since August 2019 we've had to cancel three of four boneseed working-bee 
weekends due to Covid lockdowns. Apart from the May 2021 weekend, (our best ever), this has allowed two years of 
unchecked boneseed regrowth. We are therefore appealing to members to help us get 'our hill' back to its 2019 state of 
being the best example of boneseed control in the You Yangs. The activity is being run Saturday and Sunday to enable 


more members to participate. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at The Saddle. After entering the You Yangs Regional Park take the sealed road to the Turntable 
which is clearly marked with Parks Victoria signs. Our assembly area is reached via the Turntable car park access to 
Rockwell Rd. The entry gate to Rockwell Rd is located to the right of the toilet block. The gate will be unlocked at 8.45 
a.m. and at 9.00 a.m. we will travel in convoy to our assembly area; likewise at 3.00 p.m. for departure. 


If you arrive after 9.00 a.m. the gate will be closed but unlocked. The Park Ranger is happy to leave the gate unlocked 
provided it is closed after you enter or exit. There will be a witch's hat in front of the gate to deter visitors parking over 
the painted NO PARKING sign. You can remove and reposition as required on entry or exit. 


NOTE: When travelling from the Rockwell Rd access gate to our assembly area Parks Victoria now requires all 
vehicles to have hazard lights operating. This is due to many hikers/families using Rockwell Rd as a walking track 
so the road is considered a ‘shared zone’. Please be mindful of this if you arrive late or leave early and adjust your 


speed accordingly. 


Bring: Gloves, eye protection (some safety glasses will be available if you don't have any), mattock (optional). Wear 
suitable clothing i.e. long sleeves/trousers, high visibility vest/top and robust footwear. 


Plus bring water, morning tea/lunch, sunscreen, hat, rain gear (depending on weather forecast), camera, binoculars 


and hand sanitiser. 


Finish: 3.00 p.m. 


Contact: Beforehand, Deborah Evans 03 5243 868/ or Rob Beardsley 03 5241 1951, mobile 0455 432 353 


On the day/s Rob Beardsley 0455 432 353 
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GFNC excursion 
sunday 15 May 2022 


Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve 
Leader: Graham Possingham 


The Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve has been public land since the 1860s, originally as the Inverleigh 
Common. It's known for its flora—notably orchids some of which should be flowering in May—and woodland birds. 


We'll start at the South east corner and focus on birds while it's still early. We'll then relocate after morning tea to seek 
out any orchids. Tracks are all flat, wide, and easy walking. The nearest toilets are in Inverleigh, and we can pass 
through if necessary when we relocate. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the parking area off Common Road, just west of the entrance to the Golf Course. 


https://goo.gl/maps//7GRWgKDhq5 YegEF J8 
From Geelong take the Hamilton Hwy and turn right on to Common Rd just before Inverleigh township 


Bring: Morning tea, drinks, lunch and something to sit on. Hat, clothing to match the weather, sunscreen, insect 
repellent. Binoculars, camera and field guides for plants and birds as appropriate. 


Finish: Around 1.00 p.m. for lunch 


Contact: Graham Possingham 0466 104 700 


Bird Group excursion 
Thursday 26 May 2022 
Pt Addis and lronbark Track Walk 


Leader: Brad Ferrier 


We will be meeting at the very eastern end of Pt Addis Beach Rd, at the boardwalk car park at lands end where it 
meets the sea. This location will provide us ample opportunity to stretch our legs, get some wind in the hair and be on 
the lookout for seabirds. When all participants have had their fill, we will drive our vehicles back up the road to the Pt 
Addis Beach car park. 


From this point we will walk a short distance back up the slight hill and enter into the Ironbark Basin proper and 
proceed to the head of the walk. Before we commence our walk, we will take the time to admire the scenery, look out 
to the ocean and discuss the landform, followed by a brief historical, cultural and geological description of the area. 


There is no fixed duration to the walk and we can be flexible to suit all needs—we may finish earlier or later depending 
on what everyone wants to do. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the boardwalk car park at the very eastern (end) of Pt Addis Rd where it meets the sea. 


Bring: Binoculars, water, sunscreen, morning tea and/or lunch and definitely bring a seat and a good attitude. Wear 
appropriate clothing for all types of weather. 


Finish time is flexible. 


Contact: Brad Ferrier 0438 690 064 bferrier00 7 (gmail.com 
Its not a requirement, but if desired members and/or visitors can confirm their participation by emailing or texting me 
prior to or on day. 


Next fauna survey—Sparrovale Reserve 
Thursday 5 to Sunday 8 May 


We are fortunate to have access to Sparrovale Reserve on the lower reaches of the Barwon River, the latest large 
reserve managed by the City of Greater Geelong. Although we undertook a fauna survey at Reedy Lake, across the 
Barwon River from Sparrovale, many years ago, we have not looked at this area before. Casual observations suggest 
there are Rakali (Water Rats) and Fallow Deer in the reserve, but so far we have not looked for small mammals, 
reptiles or invertebrates in the area. 


Thursday 5 May: Meet at 2.00 p.m.103 Sparrovale Road, Charlemont to set the Elliott traps. (The location is opposite 
the east end of Reserve Road.) 


Friday 6 May-Sunday 8 May: Meet: at 8.00 a.m. 103 Sparrovale Road to check the traps. 


Make sure you are on time as the site has restricted access. 


Contact: Trevor Pescott ppescott@qmail.com 
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Coming events 


If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the Newsletter, website and Facebook. 


MAY 2022 


3 General Meeting: Mark Rodrigue—20 years of Marine 
National Parks in Victoria 

5—8 Fauna survey: Sparrovale Reserve 

10 Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture—Jennifer 
Dearnaley: Wadawurrung Ethnobotany 

15 Excursion: Inverleigh NCR 

16 Meeting: Conservation Subcommittee if needed 

19 Bird Group: Andrew Bennett—Conservation of woodland 
birds: responding to landscape change and restoration 

21—22 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

26 Bird Group Excursion: Pt Addis and Ironbark Track Walk 

28-29 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 


JUNE 2022 


General Meeting: Mark Bachmann—Nature Glenelg 
Trust—aims, history and success stories 

Fauna survey: TBC 

Plant group: In recess 

Bird Group: Rachel Pritchard—Dusky Woodswallow 
Excursion: Pt Lonsdale rock platforms and dunes 
Meeting (Mon): Committee 

Bird Group Excursion: Lara Lake and Kevin Hoffmann 
Walk 
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Alison Watson 
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General Meeting Minutes 
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Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke 
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